
8th Grade ELA Unit 1-4  

 

Quarter Unit Name Brief Unit Description Priority Standards 
Addressed 

Supporting 
Standards Addressed 

1 Suspense! 
Historical 
and/or Cultural 
Contexts/ 
Theme 

Hairs rising on the back of your 
neck? Lips curling up into a wince? 
Palms a little sweaty? These are tell-
tale signs that you are in the grips of 
suspense. 
 
But what attracts us to suspense? 
What keeps us from closing the book 
or changing the channel? What 
compels us to experience in stories 
the very things we spend our lives 
trying to avoid? 
 
Those are the questions your 
students will explore in this Grade 8 
unit. 
 
Alfred Hitchcock. Stephen King. 
Edgar Allan Poe. The masters of 
suspense are at work in this unit, 
and after reading classic thrillers, 
your students will try their own 
hands at the genre, applying what 
they have learned about suspense to 
their own narrative writing projects. 
Students will begin this unit as 
readers, brought to the edge of their 
seats by hair-raising tales, and they 
will finish as writers, leading you and 
their peers through hair-raising 
stories of their own. 
 

8RL.1.D:Using appropriate 
text, determine the theme(s) 
of a text and analyze its 
development over the 
course of a text; provide an 
objective summary of the 
text.  
DOK 3 
 
 
8RI-3-C Explain how the 
central ideas of text reflect 
historical and/or cultural 
contexts. 
DOK 3 
 

8RL.3.C: Explain how 
themes reflect historical 
and/or cultural contexts. 
 
8RL.2.C- Analyze how 
specific word choices 
and sentence structures 
contribute to meaning 
and tone. 
 
8RL-3-D Read and 
comprehend literature, 
including stories, 
dramas, and poems, 
independently and 
proficiently. 
 
8RI-2-C- Analyze how 
word choice and 
sentence structure 
contribute to meaning 
and tone. 
 
8SL-1-A-Follow rules for 
collegial discussions and 
decision making, track 
progress toward specific 
goals and deadlines, and 
define individual roles as 
needed.   
8SL-1-B-Delineate a 
speaker’s argument and 



claims, evaluating 
reasoning and 
sufficiency of evidence in 
order to pose questions 
that connect the ideas of 
several speakers and 
respond to others' 
questions and comments 
with relevant evidence, 
observations, and ideas.  
  
8SL-1-C-Acknowledge 
new information 
expressed by others 
including those 
presented in diverse 
media and, when 
warranted, qualify or 
justify their own views in 
light of evidence 
presented.  
 
8SL-2-A-Speak audibly 
and to the point, using 
conventions of language 
as appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience 
when presenting 
including appropriate 
volume, clear 
articulation, and 
accurate pronunciation 
at an understandable 
pace. 
 
8SL-2-B-Make 
consistent eye contact 
with a range of listeners 



when speaking, using 
effective gestures to 
communicate a clear 
viewpoint and engage 
listeners.  
 
8SL-2-C-Plan and 
deliver appropriate 
presentations based on 
the task, audience, and 
purpose integrating 
multimedia into 
presentations to clarify 
information, strengthen 
claims and evidence, and 
add interest. 
 

2  
In Time of War 
Compare 
Contrast/Draw 
Conclusions 

To develop a focus for this unit, 
students will consider how conflict  
changes communities. Students will 
make their first attempt at  
responding to the unit’s essential 
question: What does our response to  
conflict say about us? Research links 
explore the interaction between  
conflict and community, primarily 
by examining some noteworthy 
examples  
from World War II. 

8RL-1-A  Draw conclusions, 
infer, and analyze by citing 
the textual evidence that 
most strongly supports an 
analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the 
text. 
 
8RI.1.A:Draw conclusions, 
infer, and analyze by citing 
the textual evidence that 
most strongly supports an 
analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the 
text.  
DOK 3 
 
8RI-3-B Analyze two or 

8RI.1.B:Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used 
in the text, including 
figurative, connotative, 
and content specific 
meanings using context, 
affixes, or reference 
materials. 
 
8RI.2.B:Analyze how an 
author's choice 
concerning a text's 
organization or overall 
structure contributes to 
meaning. 
8RL.2.C:Analyze how 
specific word choices 
and sentence structures 



more texts that provide 
conflicting information on 
the same topic, and identify 
where the texts disagree on 
matter of fact or 
interpretation. 
DOK 3 
 
8RI-1-D Explain the 
central/main idea(s) of a 
text and analyze its 
development over the 
course of a text; provide an 
objective summary of the 
text.  
DOK 3 
 
8W.2.Aa: Follow a writing 
process to produce clear and 
coherent writing in which 
the development, 
organization, style, and 
voice are appropriate to the 
task, purpose, and audience; 
develop writing with 
narrative, expository, and 
argumentative techniques. 
a. Narrative: Develop 
narratives including poems 
about real or imagined 
experiences which establish 
and maintain a consistent 
point of view and include 
clearly identified characters, 
well-structured event 
sequences, narrative 
techniques, and relevant 
descriptive details. 

contribute to meaning 
and tone. 
 
8RL.3.C:Explain how 
themes reflect historical 
and/or cultural contexts. 
  
8RL.3.D:Read and 
comprehend literature, 
including stories, 
dramas, and poems, 
independently and 
proficiently. 
 
8W.3.Ac:Review, revise, 
and edit writing with 
consideration for the 
task, purpose, and 
audience. a. 
Organization and 
content: Introduce the 
topic, maintain a clear 
focus throughout the 
text, and provide a 
conclusion that follows 
from the text. Add or 
delete content and 
change organization to 
achieve the writer's 
purpose. 
 
8W.3.Ad:. Use a variety 
of appropriate 
transitions to clarify 
relationships, connect 
ideas and claims, and 
signal time shifts.  
 



DOK 3 8W.3.A.e: Use 
technology, including 
the Internet, to produce 
and publish writing, 
present the relationships 
between information 
and ideas efficiently, and 
interact and collaborate 
with others. 
 

3 A Moral 
Compass - 
Story Elements 

How is character formed? People are 
not simply good or bad, but reflect  
the diversity of human experience. 
This Grade 8 unit prompts students 
to 
explore this question and consider 
the complexities of morality. How do 
human beings draw upon their 
experiences to make a difference in 
the  
world and to make themselves better 
people? One of the first steps is  
learning about the world. This unit 
opens with “Abuela Invents the  
Zero,” a short story by Judith Ortiz 
Cofer that chronicles a teenage  
girl’s struggles with her traditional 
Puerto Rican grandmother and the  
culture clash it represents. Other 
selections delve into rich characters 
and character-building situations as 
created by Anton Chekhov, Langston 
Hughes, Louisa May Alcott, Mark 
Twain, Gary Soto, Rudolfo Anaya,  
William Blake, and Pablo Neruda. 
Students will explore the 
complexities  

8RL.2.D: Analyze how 
literary devices are used to 
develop setting, reveal 
character, advance the plot, 
and contribute to meaning. 
DOK 3 
 

8RI.3.A: Compare and 
contrast information 
presented in different 
mediums and analyze 
how the techniques 
unique to each medium 
contribute to meaning. 
   
8RI.1.C: Interpret visual 
elements of a text 
including those from 
different media and 
draw conclusions from 
them (when applicable) 
 
8RL.3.A: Analyze the 
extent to which a filmed 
or live production of a 
story or drama stays 
faithful to or departs 
from the text or script, 
evaluating the choices 
made by the director or 
actors. 
 
8RL.2.A: Analyze how 
an author's choice 



of how people become who they are 
as well as investigate ways to realize 
their potential in the world. 

concerning a text's form 
or overall structure 
contributes to meaning 
 
8RI.2.D:  Evaluate an 
author's argument, 
assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and 
the evidence is relevant 
and sufficient; recognize 
when irrelevant evidence 
is introduced. 
 

4 The Civil War 
The  Writing 
Process/ Word 
Meanings 

This StudySync unit explores the 
Civil War (1861–1865) through 
fiction, journals, nonfiction 
narratives, speeches, letters, and 
poetry. The unit begins with an 
excerpt from the Newberry-award–
winning novel Across Five Aprils, 
which lays out the main arguments 
for and against the war, and moves 
more deeply into the lives of 
characters who experience the war. 
Other selections share the words of 
President Abraham Lincoln, novelist 
Stephen Crane, activist Sojourner 
Truth, and poet Walt Whitman, as 
well as those of soldiers and other 
historical figures. Students will 
explore the impact of the Civil War 
from a variety of perspectives, as 
well as research the effects of civil 
conflicts around the world that 
continue to this day. 

8RL-1-B Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in 
the text, including figurative 
and connotative meanings 
using context, affixes, or 
reference materials. 
 
8W2-A- b: Expository: 
Develop 
informative/explanatory 
writing to examine a topic 
with relevant facts, 
examples, and details; 
establish relationships 
between ideas and 
supporting evidence. 
c. Argumentative: Develop 
argumentative writing by 
introducing and supporting 
a claim with clear reasons 
and relevant evidence; 
acknowledging 
counterclaims; and 

8RL.3.B-Explain how 
contemporary texts 
make use of archetypal 
characters or universal 
themes from older or 
traditional texts. 
RI-2-A Analyze how an 
author's choice 
concerning a text's 
organization or overall 
structure contributes to 
meaning 
 
8RI.3.D: Read and 
comprehend 
informational text 
independently and 
proficiently 
8RL.1.D: Using 
appropriate text, 
determine the theme(s) 
of a text and analyze its 
development over the 
course of a text; provide 



establishing relationships 
among claims, 
counterclaims, and 
supporting evidence. 
DOK 3 

an objective summary of 
the text.  
 
8RL.3.C: Explain how 
themes reflect historical 
and/or cultural contexts. 
  
8W-1-A-Conduct 
research to answer a 
question (including a 
self generated question); 
gather relevant, credible 
sources, print and 
digital; integrate 
information using a 
standard citation 
system. Gather relevant 
information from 
multiple print and 
digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following 
a standard format for 
citation. 

    8W-3-Aa-Review, revise, 
and edit writing with 
consideration for the 
task, purpose, and 
audience. a. 
Organization and 
content: Introduce the 
topic, maintain a clear 



focus throughout the 
text, and provide a 
conclusion that follows 
from the text. Add or 
delete content and 
change organization to 
achieve the writer's 
purpose. 
 
8W-3-A b.-Word choice, 
syntax, and style: Choose 
precise language and 
make syntactical choices 
appropriate for the style, 
task, and audience. 

 


